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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Debut author tells the true story of a grisly discovery – and a 

family of Holocaust survivors forced to confront evil at their 

doorstep 

 
DENVER. June 5, 2018:  After surviving the Holocaust – in 

ghettos, on death marches, and in concentration camps – a young couple 

seeks refuge in North America. They settle into a new life, certain that 

the terrors of their past are behind them. They build themselves a cozy 

little cottage on a lake, a cottage that becomes emblematic of their 

victory over the Nazis. The charming retreat is a safe haven, a refuge 

from haunted memories. 

 That is, until a single act of appalling violence defiles their 

sanctuary. Poking around the dark crawl space beneath their cottage, they 

discover a wooden crate, nailed tightly shut and almost hidden from 

view. 

 Nothing could have prepared them for the horror of the crate’s 

contents – or how the peace and tranquility of their existence would be 

shattered. 

THE CRATE: A Story of War, a Murder, and Justice is the 

debut book by author Deborah Vadas Levison (WildBlue Press, 2018). It 

recounts the true story of her family’s discovery and its shocking 

aftermath. 

Narrated by Levison in searing, lyrical prose, THE CRATE is the 

extraordinary true story of a gruesome crime and the family members it 

left reeling: the victim’s mother and sister, along with Levison’s elderly 

parents, her husband and young children, and her brother, a suspect. The book traces the effects of violence over 

generations, like a stone dropped into the middle of a pond that sends out ripples for years to come. It questions 

how violence can alter the texture of relationships and awaken long-buried traumas.  

“THE CRATE is true crime at its best,” said K.J. Howe, Executive Director of ThrillerFest and 

bestselling author of The Freedom Broker and Skyjack. “Seamless prose, profound emotional texture, and a very 

human voice chronicle this unforgettable story.”   

Detective Dave Allen, lead investigator of the case, reflected on the real-life drama of the family being 

thrust into a police investigation. “The angle of this story is one not often told,” he said. “These are bone-

chilling facts weaved through a story of survival.” Allen and his team of police officers won Investigation of the 

Year for their work in solving the murder. 

Levison is an award-winning journalist whose columns and articles can be found throughout North 

America and beyond. She lives in Connecticut. 

“This is a story of unspeakable evil – those who survived it, and those who didn’t,” Levison said. “It 

spans several decades, but its themes resonate today more than ever: of racial hatred and domestic violence; of 

refugees and the need for sanctuary; of leaving behind loved ones and struggling to make a fresh start.  

“At its core, THE CRATE is a universal story about family, love, and loss,” she added. 

Reviewers hailed THE CRATE as “excellent,” “first-rate,” and “a necessary book that should be read as 
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much for its historical content as for its entertainment value.” 

THE CRATE: A Story of War, a Murder, and Justice releases June 19, 2018 in print and e-book from 

WildBlue Press and audio by Tantor Media. To arrange an interview with the author or receive a review copy of 

the book, please contact WildBlue Press at promos@wildbluepress.com. More details, including a photo gallery 

of the people, places and events depicted, can be found on the author website at www.debbielevison.com.  

     

 

Deborah Levison is an award-winning journalist, publicist and storyteller, and also, a child of Holocaust 

survivors. Born and raised in Toronto, she now lives in Connecticut with one husband, one dog, and three 

children. You can find her every summer in Muskoka, watching the sun set from her rowboat. Visit her at 

www.debbielevison.com. 

 

WildBlue Press is the premier independent publisher of true crime, thrillers, mysteries, sci-fi/fantasy, business 

books, and history books, in print, digital, and audio formats. Their list of bestselling authors includes John J. 

Nance, Steve Jackson, M. William Phelps, Burl Barer, and more. 

 

Note: Review copies of this book are available by emailing promos@wildbluepress.com. Interviews can also be 

arranged with the author. Please include your mailing address and note the web address where you post your 

reviews/interviews. Thank you. 

 

PRAISE FOR THE CRATE 
 

“Evocative, and inspiring ... so much more than a true crime.”  

—Steve Jackson, New York Times Bestselling Author 

 

“Seamless prose, profound emotional texture, and a very human voice help chronicle this unforgettable story.  

THE CRATE is true crime at its best.”  

 —K.J. Howe, author of The Freedom Broker and Skyjack and Executive Director of ThrillerFest 

 

“Levison captured the accuracy of this real life horror.”  

—Detective Dave Allen, Lead Investigator (Retired) 

 

“Hard to put down … impossible to forget.”  

—Ron Winter, Pulitzer-nominated author of Masters of the Art, Granny Snatching, and The Hypocrite 

  

“Levison opens wide the door to her world full of memories.”  

—Immanuel Mifsud, Ph.D., recipient of the European Union Prize for Literature 

 

“Levison is a truly gifted author with a very important message.” 

 —Al Treidel, educator 

 

“The kind of book that makes us want to read.” 

—Chuck Miceli, author, poet, playwright 

 

BOOK DETAILS 

978-1-947290-69-3 Trade Paperback ISBN  
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978-1-947290-68-6 eBook ISBN    

Publisher: WildBlue Press     

Publish Date: June 19, 2018  

www.wbp.bz/crate     
 

Standard price discounts available through Ingram. If you wish to order quantities of 29 or more with discounts starting at 

40% off Ingram retail price you may contact us directly at promos@wildbluepress.com.  

 

Contact: 

Amanda Luedeke 

amanda@wildbluepress.com  

(260) 452-9008 
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